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VALLEY.

Sheridan Takes Cu: mand of the Mili-
tary Division.
BATTLE OF OPEQUAN.

Early, Defeated, Retresats up the
Valley.
- -
FISHER'S HILL
-
Sheridan Arrives and Drives

Early from Cedar Creek.
-
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HY, Middle Military
[h']ul"n ent and the
N ‘,.l'r‘ll'u“tﬂ- of West
N gl
and

wore eonstitnted into

1N, W ashiington

Susquehanna

the Middle Milies Ty
Division, and Maj -
Gen, Bheridan was

assigned 1o eomrnand

{the sume, Two di-
visions of cavalrs
were somt from  the

Army of the Pototun
and Wilson

s

Torhyert

l‘:F‘ (acns,

eommanded

The Middie Militry Divicion now nu
bered mearly 50000 men, well srmed d
eguipped, reudy 1o smove and attock the
rebe] aray now in position pear Winchester,
They hnd also reccived reinforccmcnts, o
division under Gen, Aunderson having ar-
rived, Both armies were pearly cqual in
l!'.!"i'li;,'ti., with the advantave on the side of
the enemy, as they had nos Capital 10 cover
and could move in whatever diroction they

]';t'.;h-‘ti. T he men were l-!'.,_'.q,'n'-i i thrash-

tupy wheat and forwardi it to Richmond,

having compelled every furmer to give all
their Proc: ads 10 ill‘]]i the t(.;_.lrus'Lu'}'_

keeping but onedenth for themselves,

On the 1000 of Avpust 1he Lroopns moved
o1l Irom Lheis posiiion al Hulltown, march-

ing 15 miles, passing throngh Charlestown,
v here The march
was continued the next day, the army mak-

John Nrown was hang,

ing 15 miles, the enemy retreating up the
\'u.lc_\ aud onr forces follow ing them, Al
marching 50 mile days

overtuking then gunrd st Cedor Creek,

% 10 three sneressive

rear-

Newown und Middle-
sCes filled \'-.'lil .\Iil-h_. '8
who P uutil
armuy passed, when they were peady to full
upon our roar-guand,
and even murde
all the dummage they oould.

having pussed through
tow,
men

\ -ald"" vy

were aoculile our

vurs
luoderin:s bliope
piundering, robliog

ing
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©o! the rebels weore strongly intresched ou
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~NEW SERIES,

the dn

few were 1

ks, DBat
as pothing bt

ht

v, and building we
n cither side,

At niy

0|

skirmishing was kept up,

GUR FPORCES FIRLL BACK ‘
to our old position 5t Holltown, cight miles
distant, the casmy pur-uing and firing upon |

linne them 19 1all back

II‘.'.l I

OUL rear-o 1, enn

{11 ne

in & horry within the ded s of Muvl:
Hights, when the

all the e the

e ]
1

pruning

pursait was abandoned,

rain in forrents,
For several davs bodies of
senl ont on A reconnos:
which discoverad the enemy still in position
at Ch T

conlidence i

1
|
]
1
troops, mm'l_\']

cavalry, were anee,

ristonn, e mien were fast losing

1 Gen. Bheridan, as he did noth-

ing but advanee and retreat without ighting

a decisive battle ; Tt poneof the men knew
the eperpy and diterminntion of their gallant
leader, who was only waiting for onders fram
Geraut
i ut.

The troops remained in eamp at Ialltown
antil Sonday, when onlers

Gen to bring on a general engage-

T

were grivea to

move, passing the enemy's works near
Charlestouwn, the encmy havine fallen back,
and ladied in a8 woold., Daoring the aficrnoson |
Chaploin Dose deliverad o brief discoturse as
| the wen lay in Iine, aftor which we moved |
aguin, halting in tle o'd CAlp We were
driven from the previous Sanday, eigh

| met the enemy at Opognan Croek, o
| & BEVEre eng

miles from Halltown, remaining there until
Ropt. l!.i'
encamping at a pl

The lNighth Corps,

. |
wt

, when troops  woved again,

goe called Clhiton Fann.,
being n the advauce,
alier |

neraes

nd
rement drove them ek

the oreck, with beavy loss in boith siudes, |
Darkness and rain ended the contest, the
troops sleeping on therr arme,  Boath armies
were now vory vigilant, 18 they were bat a
few miles apart. The troaps remuived in
camp at Cidtton Farm 15 davs, drawing ra-
Lions and «dol! - The =ccond Division of
the Bixth Corps, with a irigede of cavalry,
moved ool b & recontoisseuce o Opequan
” &\ !
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CI'..'.\.' AND DAY i ULTING
(.:l';\. -]E;' CHEMIY WMis i 4-‘; it !l—li”t"">|l!l
!\:]"l]}: Wol'ks o1 14 (] on lue 'J';“ 114 t!.’ ’
Lhey woere completoly il v e The divis-
1D suceoeted in eapturing a South Curclins
itgnnen Jorritag ) lels, !
WiIiTH 1us OF1s B AND Culals. |
After a sbort skinnish tbe division re-
turoed wilh the 3 T capiured, the reb-
els erestiallen ot ir darinog ?-;;1 wlrad 1o
Jolio%w q up | I wWede yory 1 "'! uf
TPREIL r up wn the § y, s
Wirle u ) 1 L \J d doclde
wineh of the two g W Lie INGST Cogn-
peienl 1o hold the N \ Grant, finding
Liic une of 1he DBallmore & Oblo llailrond
nud the Che ke & Oe Cenal, which
were oih ehsttocted biv 1L Wy, bocame
8O dudinpeusaliy poocsary to vs, and e
Tmpsorianes of rodiey Maryisnd and Peun-
i . a li L ¥ ol “ il
ViShu S0 preat Sl o Quleriuinoed to vimat
| e, Dlhelidag ad order 10 Dumodaate st
tack. Leaving Ciy Poiut on the 15th of
seplcmber, be visited him st Charlestown
10 decide, wfier & vonfercnce with h m, what
shoonld be dope; aud after 8 calm delibera-
tion 1L was decided 1o atiack ns soon as the

FISWEL & HILI.

8 place glmost impregnabie, that conld not
be cartied by diroot assnn The Ehopnp-
doali .:,r:. wias Llled with waving fields of
gevman, Lhe craps ripe and peady for the sickle
For wearly 100 wmiles the Valley wus Jewe
and the socoery splendid, this buiag e
prettlest port of Vauginia. A a distouce of
lrom scven 1o 12 milles apart were villapes
from Harg Yerry 1o Slautiton. Neo on-
pagement ook place ot Cedar Creek, as wa
expecled, as we ware o Lar frotn our base of
BuUnDpis Lo sk o battle ATies IVing Hone
Cedur Creok e days, Lhe Lroops wer
ordered Lo el back for the purpose of draw-
il;-tiat nemy irein Pishea's $il slurtiug
ut @k moving back on the Vulley pike,
murching all might, passing throngh New-
town, Middiclown auvd Kernslown, lalting
al Winclhoster for hreak fust passing Lurouzh
Lise ploee, onee & Lne 1own, bul pow e riy
Geseried : po busines was transacted, as
bolh rebe! aud Union sriuies vecupied the
pluce st difforant thes, The tro i sanrohed
(““"";'. the might 1% anlles and Ill:llli;: the |

suorting 10 miles, halting on a Lill,

The enemy, supposing us retreating, fol-
lowed v closely, skirmishing with the cav-
siry ot Winchester, ju which a portion of
the i oW Jersewy 1 ipade wege capii ridd
L L g the cuvalry, Our reur-
ganrd was o en from W chester with oo i
gideruble Joss,. The trooms viore comwpeljud
o ove Lthe Dpext -,'__} I zulle enCRmping
penr O eslown, the enciny ) baiting
ut Wauchse r, i i Jur Clintuiers

urg :en | and d '-.\1'ii\t!‘.'-l
Llng, * Mg bousess and belping them
selves 1o all thet auge In thelr way,  The
men were oot of rations, and vod off the
couptey, a® flour, proen oorn, ;nd chickeys

wore found w abundauce,

Both srmies wore again in comp, with
tents up an regular order, 1l opoal y
during the month of A 1 gh u!
b offensive deler Vi t r. resulte
M iU u dew sloirmwishes bt Vet no peu
il of o t had U ] iho two
armies o my in j k), Ve Cue Ukl
fi" vt I'l.'l i 1',' TLULTIR ) p Vil -)
Winchostor, and onr forees 1n position st
Churlostown, 8o that eltlna could bring
on o battle nt oy titne, 10efiut 1o ue wor d
lay open 10 the enemy Murylaod aud Peun
*vivanio for long distanees bedore ous ULy
could ¢heck them, and under suck 1::1.:-:.;
stances Gen, Bheridon besitoted 10 altael
snd walted for more positive orders fromw
Graol. The 14th N, J. was aguio recruited, I
pwelling the pumaboer to ahont 300 ten, Col.
Truex being a1 howe, the regtuicit was comm-
manded by Moj. Veedewbere: Licut
Hall lllt\"?llﬂ borgy wounded ul ."-:um.i.'i*‘_!n',
l‘rﬂ]gtli‘ng his commiwiion, M. Viotes Lery

bhaviug been for the past your Luspodton-Gen- |

ernl on Headgnarters staf, he belug therauk
iug nﬂiv--r. wan relieved, and ordored Lo Lt
sommend of the regiment at Halllowy w
the 19th of August.

Bunfuy, Auvg. 21, the enemy snrjrizod o
oamp sl duylight, attacking o fuce.

raops soon dorwed 1o loe ol bt Pyloang

nrmy and troius could be bronght iuto posi-
Liom,

For convenience of forage, the teams for
supplying the army wore kept at Hurper's
Ferry, Graot remained af Sheridan's head-
guarters but one day, giving his figa] orders
and Jeaving for City Point, Sheridan return.

1

tug o Lis beadquarters and isuing orders
lor & forwurd eovernout

On the afbrnoon of Bunday, the 15k,
ordle 15 were given 1he troeps to move at a
tnntoel’s notic Al now felt that the time
bad arrived when Lhe relie) ariny, under its
nndacioos lenders, should e drivey from the

| Valley, o r thel two wmontly they
bhuad Lid « et 1o the loyal Novth, and wilth
their frow 1 eanl thks at Wi W |
WOre evor 1 Iv Lo rovisl gur advane I ot
several mornings provicus W thie atllack the
cavairy hod dmted up to their frout and
then retired aftor

| EXCH NG A FEW SNHOTS.

Thix v done 50 olten that when the attnc)k
WIN 1 f v, it oas will prepared as l
if this Lad nol beea done, as the advaioe |
w el y the da & Custer wilh Llr. bigis |
grde of «

AL 2 il e moraing of the 19t of
i bor the troops on two roiads moved :
ou T 12 miles crossed at Opre-
quan Credk A u 1. the cav .}l_\‘ in
stronaer Taree than h fare siiacked them
inihe wattion, “Tuorehels were o ploete f'?
sut ! Kershiaw’s Iuvisgion had lefl the
duy bofore for the purpose of baruing and

Peopsvivimia., They were at Bunker's I1il1,

| 10 aalles away, when the attack was wmade
and Gep, Larly scat jnnuedistely for them,
and they relurned in hoste, nearly all the
wiy on & donble-gnick.

destroy ing what the land and

y could in Mary

Both armies soon became hotly engaped,
and lor some Line it wus douliful which side
13 T 1 afle
wioen lasted uutil 6 o'dock in the
eveain s, Lhe Cleiny waoro delented with lrr-;n'y
thelr

Wil paii 1 Y

buitle

+

lugs, tntive position carsied from Ope-
grom Cieek o Windhesier, and several
thiobaiud pladevie wue Lve pieccsof artillery
i d The &ad y rullied several ﬂun:a,

l only 1o be brokou again by the terrible on-
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| Nat

{ ity preat
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WASIIINGTON, D. C. ’l'lllet:D-&

Division arrived doring the afternoon, bhot
their

Daring the morping the
‘orps, which was on the extreme
supported by one
divicion of the Sixth Corps, they rallied, and

too late, and with ades were com-

T led to fall back.

Nineteenth (
Vol

Caln

, was driven in, but,
i turn drove the enemy back some distance.
It was a hard-fought battle, and the enemy,
with their thinned ranks

IN A DENMORALIZED CONDITION,
retreated in haste throngh Winchester,

Gen. Barly was so intoxicated, the prisoners
sabd, that it was with much diflicalty he
conld Keep on his horse. The rebel press
attributed their defeat to this
positive that Grant was in

The rebel

soldicrs were

{ command, as Sheridan never before had ex-

bibited such generalship,. The Third Divis-
[fon lost heavily in killed and
(‘..'._ Ebhright, commanding the 126th Olio,
was Killed, as was Gen, Russell, commanding
the First Division, Sixth Corps.

The 1l N, J. lost in killed and wounded
160 wen, but the greatest loss of all was
Muj. Vriedenberg. A braver officer pever
lived. e was at the head of his regiment,
ordering the men to charge a rebel battery,
when a shell stimek bhim in the breast,
knocking him from his horse and killing
e was carried to the rear,
Jersey., His
loss was deeply felt by the men, as he was
n\: l"n'.i_‘\ 3 43 3;]1‘11 ik Il]'.'.'n'l‘ n‘i'.! t““hll& tent “hl'
The charged the bhatlery,

wounded,

and his rewains sent to New

Cof.

regunent

caiptured i1t, and the last order ever given
by Lhim was exeented with promptness, and
the death of Muj. Vredenberg avenged.

Licat, Green, of Co, I, was killed, and all the
offieers disabled and wounded, except Capt.

FOR HIM WHO HAS

Janeway, who was again placed iu commiiid |
ol toe reziment, The 57th Pa, bad but o )
few iy s to stay, but were as eager as ever

Lo Join in the fight. Several of them were |

Kilied whose term biad already expired.

THE REBREL
Lode
7

iV
Mon wuld

LSS WAS VERY
and Wharton,
ch the

SEVERE.

who led the at-
Third INvis-
both killed.

The ground was covered with the munitions

Gens,

s

Lnck ot nmocacy, 1n wh

el so severely, were

ol war, As our victorous Army pressi i on

aller the fiving rebels, the groans of the

wounded and dying of both armies were
priniul tobear. Ghastly sights everywhere
presented themselves to the eye, but to the

Boldiers were 4s nolhing, as such stenes were
The hons:
ster were filled with rebel wonnded, who
were kindly eared for by the ladies of the
both Joyal and disloyal, The news of
our success was immediately telegraphed to
Washington, and 1he papers of the North
were full of praises of our gallant little
Sheridan apd his noble army.

o
every-tay oocurrenoes 5 in Win-

Ci

now no fear of another invasion, and onr
15 out of danper. The
Iy now |»1m~~tl every confidence in Bheri-
dan, and the name of
'vill” and thore who but a few weeks he-
fore were ever ready to denonnee him,

l‘:"'l'l' l'ri“ !l

onal Capital we

rave him

were
One hundred
guns were fired at Washington in honor of

ndest in his ]u.lim-.

sidered of the decisive battles of the

Had we been driven back both Wash-

aud wanld

ane
War.
on Lal

ingrt nore

have heen
alcen, nod before another army could have

been raised both 1 laces would bave lain in
ashex, This was the third and last atts mpt-
od invasion of the North by the Confederate

army, which had eaeh time ended d.sas

in

ter. The relel papers, which had praised
Foarly so }l-:']nl-'.' Lut a shorl time e lore, were

now clamorous for his removal,

THE EXNENMY RETREATED
during the night, and mude 4 stand in their
old pocition at Fisher's HiUL Jere they were
conlident of success, ax it was thougbt im-
possible to dislodge them from their posis
tion, Here Early intended to make a stand
uotil he reccived reinforcements from Itich-
woud, and then retrieve his fast-falling
reputation. He supposed Gen. Sheridan
would not attack, and he would have time

1o recruit, Our eolomn bad halted in Win-
ster until daylight the pnext m
when they rapidly pressed on. The enemy
at this tigge on Fisher's Hill, 22 miles
fram Wincheter. The troops halted at
Newlown breakiust The men hLad
marched up and down the Valley so often
that nonrly every
mwiliar to them,
The troops balted at Newtown ene hour,
aud

chi ruing,

welo
for

house und barn was fa-

i he n woved forward, .“"!l,l..r:» ol rebwel

prisoners woere picked up, a8 they were too

tired 1o proceed farther. The nuwber of
prisoners captured in all was about 5000,
Our loss at U"-aiu_.ll was 1. 500, Aller
marching 20 miles we crowsed Cedar Creeke
ot 8 bridge built by the encmy, halting in
the sune woods the troops were in five
works before, The el army hind Just

been pald in Confederale money, which to
them was as nothing.  Goll now fell 20 per
cent. in the North, and produce in propor-

| tion,

The 216t of S ptember was spent in form-

ing the troops in position, as Gen, Sheridan
had detenmined to attack ; but nothine was
pocomplished Gl night, when the 126th

Olio aud 61} Kire
pushi-line, driving them buek two miles, and

ovcupying a spiendid posit

1 Md, charged the enemy®

in for artillery.
pusition and the
shelled, they not replying, as their
ummwunition was scarce. The morning of
the | found the troops in position; bat-
teries from all parts of the line opened, but
as yet clicited no respouse from the rebels,
At 3 o'clock Sheridan ordercd an advance,
the troops moving forward in eight lines of
lattle. Early expecting an attack in his
immediste front, withdrew his troops from
the left of his line, Taking advantage of
this, the Eighth Corps, with the Third Di-

Duatreries were placed in
enem

L]
o

b,
~ v

: vision, Sixth Corps, moved on their flank,
miosl sanguinury |

and befyre they were aware of it we were
completely in their rear. A desperats bat-
tle now ensued, which lasted until dark,
when the enemy were driven pell-mell from
their fortified position and retreated in con-
fusiop, flanked both right and left, and their
cavalry, under Imboden and Jonec, was com-

BORNE

POURING SHOT AND SIHELL
into their retreating ranks, The Third Di-
vision capiured six pieces of artillery; two
taken by the 14th N. J.

of them were

Twenty-four pieces of ariillery, 15 stands of

colors, and 1,100 prisoners were the fruits of
this vietory. Sheridan was now nlmost wor-
shiped by the men, as Fisher's Il had al-
ways bee:  considered impregnable, buat
“Cavalry IPhil)" or “ Flanking Sheridan,”
ns he was called, had accomplished what
Fremont, Hanter, Banks and Shields had
failed to doin the early days of the rebellion,

He was appointed a Mujor-General in the
Regular Army, to fill the place vacated by
McClellan, In the baltle of Fisher's Hill
the loss in the 14th N. J. was small, as they
were on the flank with the Eighth Corps.
The Sceond Division lost heavily in killed,
The casualties in my regiment were 10 killed
and 30 wounded.
of the Third Division, created considerable
pani¢ in the enemy’s ranks, as every shell
they fired fell among them. Under cover of
this battery the division advanced and capt-
ured a line of works with 400 prisonera and
four pieces of artillery. Notime wasallowed
the men to rest, although tired and weary
and begrimed with dirt and powder. The
flying rebels were pursued during the night
of the 224, the army marching 12 miles
throngh Strasburg and Woodstock, halt-
ing for a few hours’ rest in the morning. The
encmy had a mortal fear of Custer
cavalry, as he was always on their flank and
rear when least expected, With one bri-
pade to charge and another to blow the
bugle, they conld not staml.
leader was named Imboden, but he was
called * Kunbuden,” as he was alwayson the

OCTOBER 15,

Capt. MeKnikht's battery, |

| cold and windy.

I

and his |

Their eavalry l

run to the rear when onr cavalry appeared

in sight. Fonr days’ rations were issued the
men at Woodstock, the traios having fol-
lowed, The STth Pa. bad served their three

years nmd were ordered to return home, with

1 men,

the exception of the re-enlizted
AV
the troops marched six miles, passing the
village of
wods near

N
4.k

v WOOD=STOCK,

Edenburg, and encamping in a
the ratlromd. The enemy had
again halted on a hill, and were skirmishing

with onr cavalry. In the battles of Ope quan

| and Fisher's Hill the enemy lost in killed,

| il a,
| kinstawn,

There was |

wounded, and prisoners 15000 men, 15 stands
i | pi artillery. The
Union army lost 4,000 meén, no eolors, and
The troops were now pretiy

of eolora, an oed of
no artillery.
well rested, and moved again, march
p.wf:ll,f!l.l.n.l;! M-

bhing 20
nud New Market, still following
encmy and skirmishing with them
the ire mareh,
level, and the retreating rebels could be
plainly seen. MeKnight's battery was on
irmish-line, eontinually shelling their
it was a splendid #ifht—the troops in

the

during ent

the sk

rear;

four parallel Jioes, with avalry on either

* Little |

victory, which in itseif was con- ‘

pelled to run in one deworalized mass, (ol- |

dowed by our viclorious columuns,

flank, pursui
made a

ng the flying rebels. They
stand several times, but our skir-
mish-line compelled them to leave. The
wenther was yet very warm, At dark the
enemy opencd upon us from a Lill with four
pieces of artillery, but were soon compelled
to leave. It was u splendid picture for an
artist—ihe sun sciting behiund the hills, the
flash of the caunon and muskeltry was grand
beyond description,
well, as

The men, foraging, lived
the esuntry was filled with vege-

The pike was |

unt Jackson, Haw-

THE BATTLE. AND FOR HIS WIDOW AND ORPHANS,"

1891,

the fires as the troops moved up the Valley | filling back five miles in confusion.

—from mounntain to monntain one continua- |

ous blaze of fire. Twenty-four miles were
made that day, as it was cool and the men
were out of rations, the sapply train had not
arrived, and the Valley was stripped by
troops continually passing. The troops slept
that night at Mount Jackson, with nothing
to eat, the next day marching 17 miles,
through Woodstock, halting at dark 12
miles from Strasburg, passing Fisher's
Hill, where the enemy was whipped so
badly on the 22d of September. The troops
halted and took pesition on the north bank
of Cedar Creck.

Having received considerable reinforce-
meuts, Farly again returned to the Valley,
aud encountered our cavalry near Strasburg.

CUSTER, WITH HIS BRIGADE,
advanced, and after a brief encounter the
enemy eaptured 30 wagons from Gen. Tor-
bert. The weather at this time was very
Our whole force of cav-
alry now arrived, and the enemy was driven
back some distance, with the loss of 11 pieces
of artillery, a number of prisoners, and all
their wagous, together with those captured
from Torbert, our forces following them
vigorously,

As the Valley was supposed to be clear of
the enemy, the Sixth Corps was ordered to
Petersburg. Grant had moved several times,
and had ecaptured the Weldon Railroad, ex-
tending his lines some distance. Orders
were given to move; marching 17 miles,
passing through Strasburg and Middletown,
balting at Front Royal, near Manassas Gap.
During our stay there s wan of my regi-
ment was aceidentally shot, dying the next

|
|

day. His name was Ayers, of Co. B. A
petition was eirculated among the Jersey
soldiers to return home and vote, It was |

signed by the officers, but was not carried
through, The Legislature of New Jersey
was opposed to it, and used their ulmost en-
deavors to prevent it. Permi:
asked to vote in the field; that was also
denied. Other troops were granted that
privilege; we were not. New Jersey was

sion was then

| in the hands of the Copperheads, and with

bitter feelings of enmity toward them, the
soldiers were compelled to stand it.

Ow the 13th the corps started for Petors-
burg from Front Royal. The troops had
been in the Valley
wish to leave, Sheridaa was loved by all,
and the men were anxioas to remain nnder
Lis comnmand; but positive orders from Grant
were that the corps should again

JOIN THE POTOMAC ARMY,
having been only temporarily detached.
The weather was very cold, and visions of
earthworks and trenches in front of Peters-
burg rose vividly before the men, and none
of us wished to go. After marching 15 miles,
passing a place called White Post, the col-
umn was ordered to halt, and soon it re-
sounded throughout the line that the order
was countermanded. Cheer after cheer was
given, and it was noised around that Grant
had taken Petersburg, with 60 pieces of ar-
tillery and 30,000 priseners, The men were
very jubilant over the report, as we all be-

+ lieved it.

tables of all Kinds.

The Army was naw 412 miles {rom “l‘u'i!}'
chester, and 30 miles from Stanuton. The
troops remained in camp during the night,
marching the next day 15 miles in line of |
battle up the Valley, The enemy could not

i

Moving back, the troops halled at a very
pretty place called Mililwood. The men
immediately commenced foraging, as there
was produce in abandance, no troops having
ever encamped there. It turned out that
Grant’s taking Petersburg was a hoax, and
instead Early was moving down the Valley
with a large army of reinforcements. The |
Eighth and Nineteenth Corps were com-
pelled to fall back from Fisher's Hill, and

| encamped on the north bank of Cedar Creek,

Soon the deep booming of fhe cannon was
heard at Millwood. At first the men thought
it a salute in honor of Grant’s vietory, but it

| proved to be the Eighth and Nineteeuth

be seen, having moved during the night up
the Luray Valley. Halting at Harrison-
burg, the Third Division headgaarters were
estabilished at the house formerly oceupied |
by Fremont and Hooter s their headguar-
ters.  The troops remained in camp at Har-

'-!;.jl.d' ’ ]” 1!,;_‘. 8 C |||]i-i.'.lli‘1'_: lu}i.llrﬂ. Sil-
| TH Harri-
pretiy miles from

tehies ete
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gar, : onburg is a very

place Siaunton, of

about 1,000 inhabitants, Squads of men
were sent out each day to
- FORAGE OFF THE COUNTRY,

as the roops were out of rations, and it
wis necessary the men should be supplied.
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CavaLny SripMiIsi.

The army was now 104 miles from Harpes's
Perry, the base of supplies. It took the
teams four davs to go and four days to

1a
come; the route was infested with guerrillas,
making it necessary to bave a stroug guard;
but, in spite of all vigilance, numbers of
men were Killed and the wagzons captured.

Tl troops were ordered out, marching to
Moant Crawlord to relieve the cavalry.
Fiuding the enemy in strong pesition, they
were diiven back, as they were strongly
posted in a gap in the mountains. They
were nol again attacked, and the troops
moved back to Harrisonburg,

On the 1st of Ogtober the sapply train ar-
rived from Harper's Ferry, with mail and
papers; also the Paymaster, the troops re-
ceiving two mouaths’ pay. It was ramored
in camp that Grant had moved on Peters-
borg, capturing 15 guns and 490 prisoners.
The cavalry again started off, reaching
Staunton, destroying the bridges and a large
amounnt of supplies, and advanced as far as
Charlottesyille.

On Oct, 6 orders were given to move,
Marching back, the Valloy was now clear of
the enemy. \j it was fearcd they would
again retorn, every barn aod baystack was
burned on the route to prevent the enemy
from sulei-ting in the Valley, as most of the

'
&

'|

farmers woere rebels, and h !,-‘-1 the gtwt-‘
nilas along. It wis

a splendid sight tosce ' ter. It wasa complele surprise, the troope

Corps engaged with Early at Cedar Creek.
The corps was ordered to move immediately
back on the road to Fisher's Iill, marching
20 miles, and halting in position near Mid-
dletown, as the enemy was again in their old
position on Fisher's Hill. All idea of going to
Petersburg was now abandoned, as there was
enough to aitend to in the Valley. Early
again had a large army, and
NCE MORE CONFRONTED SHERIDAN,

this time with both flanks heavily guarded
on Fisher's Hill. It was not then known
how mapy troops the eneémy had, as their
coming was unexpected, Pickets were
doubled, and o new line of works erected on
Fisher's Hill fur the purpose of resisting onr
advance. The troops now moved forward to
Cedar Creek, and were formed in line as ful-
lows:

The Eighth Corps on the extreme left,
near Mussanuttan Mountain ; the Nineteenth
next, and the Sixth on the right. Every
morning the men were roated out early,
expecting an attack, but none was made,
and the vigilance of the men was relaxed.
Five days the troops remained in camp near
Middletown, Gen. Sheridan being on a visit
to City Point to see Gen. Grant. During his
ahsence the army was commanded by Gen.
Wright. All was thought secure, and the
men began to think the enemy’s force com-
paratively small; but they were in forece,

aud the boysof the Union army soon knew |

it. Early had determined to make oue grand
effort, and if possible save his reputation and
recover all he bad lost. TFilled wilth this
determination he moved kis whole force on
the night of Oct. 15, croased in single file the
mountain which separated the branches of
the Shenandoah, forded the North Fork, and
carly on the morning of Oect, 19, under cover
of the darkness and fog, surprised and turn-
ed our lelt flank, and captured the batleries
that enfiladed our whole line. The men
were aroused from slamber only to find the
enemy in their rear. The Eighth Corps
was surprised and partly surrounded, and
fled as best they could, fighting bravely in
front, flank and rear, leaving all their teuts
and ammunition in the hands of the enemy.
They krew not which way to turn, and
HUNDREDS WERE SHOT DOWN

and numbers captured. The Sixth Corps,
uscd to such things, rallied and formed in
line near Middletown. By this time the
wagons were in fall retreat toward Winches-

some time, and did not |

|
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Wright ovdered the men to reform, Lat,

! the Eighth and Nineteenth { orps 1o full re-

treat, the Sixth ceonld not stapd alene, and
with the rest was compelled to fall back,
fighting desperately. Eazly,

Y- confident
, urged on his men, who fonght wit

i
of Washington
The spoils that
fell in their hands werea great compensation
for what they bhad lost. Sheiter tents
rubber bilankets, knapsacks, blankets, tents,
guns, ammunition, and well-filled bave
sactks fell inteo the haods of the Lol
and to their halfstarved and half-clothed
bodies were indeed prizes. After falling
back five miles our lines were partially
rallied and the retreat stopped, but at & fear-
ful loss of life, and our boys were mud to
think that, after ridding
eutmy, as they supposed, and whipping
them so badly, they were again in force and
our army retresting (rom them. * Whereis
Sheridan?”™ was the ery, as all seemed to
feel that if he was near the tide of battie
would be turned ia our faver. Soon 3 cloud
of dust was seen on the rond, far in the dis-
tanee, and with thunder-tread came the well-
kuown horse earrying with it its rider, the
brave Sheridan.

vietory
desperation, and visicns
again appeared before them,

r-

Hniema

Reaching the disordeced
soon knew that Sheridon was near, and all
felt confident of sace2ss. When the battle
commenced he was at Winchester, but he
arrived in time to arrange the lines and re-
pulse a heavy attack of the enemy.

The Egith and Nigeteenth Corps had |
now rallied and formed in line, with the
Sixth Corps in the center. Sheridan imnu--

diately assumed the offensive and attacked
the enemy in toro. After mux.rl--r.:hw ma-
nuvering Sheridan ordered a charge and the
enemy was driven back with great slauchter,
with the loss of their trains and artillery and
the trophies eaptured during the moruing.
Had pot Sheridan arrived as he did

ALL WOULD HAVE BREN Lf

ST

| The cavalry under Custer was sent on their

ol

the Val ey of the l

line, he inguired for Gen. Wright. The men |
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| CAPTURE

The Albemarie Engages the

Entire Wooden Fleet
A NIGHT IN A SWAMP

| >

Left by the Boats, Return to the

Fleet on a Raft

-

BY RUDOLPH 3. SOMMERS, LATE ACTING MAN
TER C. & NAVY, FRANKLIN, MASH,

T bas heen generally

.?«r\ “\\

o understood that ao
] ﬁ .J', || ,' . J"P!"[l’ had heen
! J) Jﬂ lanned for the de-
v o ﬂr iction of the rebel
{ sru - tamy Albemarle, bat

AN ‘
._-\ ‘ y

that the ecommanders
of the vessela station-

jﬁ%ﬁz’ul ab mouth of
....,. .2 —- Roanokes River were
——!—‘-‘_

=~ - > lying inactive after

— T the engigement with

| the ram until Lieut. W. B, Cushiog arrived
| with the tnrpml-: lanech,

the

cage. Constant re-
connoissunces took place with a view for her
d struction, aed in my reminiscences whick
follow, while serving ou buard the Tacony,
I will relate some ol my own exploits. The
dites are taken from the log-lUoek of thak
vessel.
Jan, 21,
i T;u"hu‘}',

| tut this was not the

1=K I waas ordered to the steamer
litting out in Fhiladeiphia, Licus

THE ALBEMARLE

flank, driviog them pell-mell acress Cedur
Creek, slanghtering them like sheep.
one pieces of artillery were eaptured from
them, and % 000 prisoners. Qur success was
complete, though our loss was heavy., Capt.
McKnight's battery lost four pieces, and
nearly all their horses were killed and
wounded. The 14th N. J. was commanded
by Capt. Janeway, and lost heavily., Adj't
Burrougha Ross waa killed. He was formerly
a private, and for gallant conduct had been
promoted from one pesition to another until
be received his commission as Adjutant in
place of Buckalew, who had resigned on
aceount of wounds reeeived at Monocacy.
He was a fine oflicer, and his loss conld not
easily be supplied.

The wreck of the rebel army escaped
daring the night, and fed in the direction of
| Staunton and L ynchburg, and pursuit being
made by the cavalry to Mount Juckson,

Sixtye

hondreds of them were captured. The battle I'
of Cedar Creek will long be remembered by

the Sixth Corps; at first driven back with
severe loas, they in turn rallied, and to
them will be attributed the tide of battle
tarnimg in our faver. Bat the Wilderness

P
.

and those hard-fought battles of the Poto- |

mac Army were lessons not ensily forgotten,
and they, as usual, were ready for any emer-
geney. The Second Division lost heavily,
more 50 thau the rest. As our lines fell back
the enemy had stripped our dead and wound-

! tenant-Commander Wm, T. Truxtun. She
carried & battery of four %inch gnna, one 60«
pound pivol, and four howitzers. We left
Philadelphia in the lutter part of February
and proeecded to New Herne, N. €., where we
remained for some time stationed, now and
then making a cruise in Albemarle Sound,
April 17, 1364, the Tacony culled at Ply-
mouth, N. €, Gen. H. W. Wessells was in
command of the troops;, and Lienfenant-
Commander C. W, Flusser, Senior Qificer, in
command of the vessels in the Roanoke
River. They came on board and were re-
ceived with the usual naval courtesies. All
was reported to be quiet, and no enemy in
the neighborhood; but Little Washington
was supposed to be in immediate dasgzer, so
after o few houra the Tacony got up steam
and proceeded to that place. €. W. Flusser
had made his prepurstions in case of an ate

| tack, and felt himself able to encounter the

ram if she shonld come down., Wa found
the gunhboats Miami and Southdeld lashed
together fore and all with large hawsers and
chains; forward, especially, the lashings
were strong, and so secured that their bows
would make an angle af alout two points
It was generally understood that Flusser
intended to ram the Albemnarie, but such
was not the case, for the river being narrow
—only about 300 feet wide abreast of Ply-
mouth—no manuvering could be done, and

Flusser's plans, so I am informed, wera that

Foar FrGanv
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Tur Coast oF NoErTH CAROLINA.

ed as they lay on the field, and when our men
recovered their Jost ground they were seen
lying as they fell stark naked, and cold in
death. Such scenes only mude our men fight
the bacrder, and Early paid deacly for his
ldoess in surprising us in the morning
THE REBEL GEN. RAMSEUR
was morially wounded, and fell into our
handia. IHe died at the headquarters of Gen.
Sheridan, and his remains were sent South
by way of City Puint.

Thus eunded the enemy's last attempt
to invade the North via the Shenandoah
Valley, and Eazly, with his demoralized
and disheartened Lroops, was seen no more
in that vicinity. Ninety pieces of artillery
had been taken from them and over 10,000
prisoners at different times in the Valley,
and with a few pieees of artillery and sbout
12,000 men they reached Staunton, and all
but one tmgado were tnnapomd to Rich-

—

(m on Scoond puge.)

upon the approach of the ram to steam ahead
and get the Albemarle’s bow between the
two vessels, then go alicad fall steam and
back her np on the bank of the river and
THEREBY DIS: £ NER PREOPELLER.

April 19 at Little Washington we found
all quiet, but during the whole day heard
heavy cannonading, and on the 20th we re-
ceived the news of tiie capture of Plymouth
by the Contederates, thesinkingz of the South-
field by the Albemarle, and the death of
Lientenant-Commander Flusser. 1 heve
give au account of an army officer preseat,
who also stated that the very moment the
Tacony left, the Confederate pickels were in
sight, and had been daring the day:

“On the I3th of April between 3 and 4in
the morning the Conlederates tried to storm
Fort Gary (above Plymouth), but wers re=
pulsed. Later, heavy artillery opened fire
on the town and hreastworks, and the fight
beeame generni. To protect Fort Willinme
(below Piymoath) the Southdeld and Miand
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